SCULPTURES OWE THEIR EXISTENCE TO MATTER

Roel Teeuwen. 2003
Observation of Bert van Loo’s work leads us to the following hypothesis: “Sculptures owe their existence to matter.” 
It seems so evident, but in the world of contemporary art the apparent image, the so-called virtual image, prevails. Matter, material, is today wholly subjugated to the spirit and it is merely an ancillary means to realise an idea. We are currently faced with a mass invasion of ‘images’ comprising only words. Not so with Van Loo. His work takes full advantage of the strength and beauty of the material, and words are rendered superfluous. The titles of the sculptures – very shallow – convey their content only indirectly. 
Material as solidified history.

As an autumn leaf tells us of wind and rain, but also of spring and summer, a piece of wood tells us of life, year after year, and any material is historically linked to a series of events which occur over time.

Bert van Loo’s sculptures are well meditated, emerging step by step. With vast knowledge of the materials, he overcomes their resistance and molds them to his will. Under the skin, in the shape and colour of any of his sculptures, the creative process is vibrant. The final result is specific, yet enigmatic. 
The philosopher Cornelis Verhoeven once said to the literary critic Kees Fens that he could spend hours listening to the whisper of leaves in trees. Verhoeven loved silence, perhaps more even than verbal language. In his last work “Dierbare woorden” [Dear words], published recently, in which he analyses as though under a magnifying glass words that have apparently wasted away, he writes about the verb “TO BE SILENT”:
“Being silent attains its maximum beauty and greatest communicative level when it is like a joint surrender to a higher reality which makes any comment unnecessary.”

The same is true of Van Loo’s images.

A specific reality and pure matter which require no comment and scarcely call for a single-word title.

Sculptures which say a lot, if only one is able to listen to the language of the matter.

